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overflowing. 


Sir Patrick will arrive in Detroit on 
the morning of May 1, will be met by 
members of a special committee. After 
checking in at the Detroit Athletic 
Club, he will be shown some of De- 
troit’s planning problems, including its 
slum areas and some efforts to correct 
them. He will visit the City Plan Com- 
mission offices and be informed of our 
Civic Center development, express- 
ways, river front and other planning 
elements. 

Monday evening at the D.A.C. he will 
be guest of honor at a рг dinner, to 
which will be invited civic leaders, 
officials, and representatives of the 
press and radio. 

Tuesday will be spent at the Ford 
Motor Company and at the University 
of Michigan, where Dean Wells Ben- 
nett will be host. 

Wednesday has been set aside for a 
visit to Cranbrook, where Mr. Eliel 
Saarinen will entertain. Then the lec- 
ture will take place Wednesday eve- 
ning, following an informal dinner for 
Sir Patrick and a small group, includ- 
ing the officers and directors of the 
Michigan Society of Architects, whose 
meeting occurs here on that date. 

Thursday our guest will visit some 
of Detroit's architects’ offices, and he 
will depart for Chicago at 4:45 p.m. 

Sir Patrick's visit should do much 
to point up our planning program and 


interested, without charge. No seats will be reservei 


to stimulate interest on the part of the 
public. 

Next year we are to celebrate the 
250th Anniversary of the Founding of 
Detroit. The Michigan Society of Archi- 
tects’ 37th Annual Convention here 
will be coordinated with the celebra- 
tion by a demonstration of good ex- 
amples of architecture, city planning 
and housing. 

Also, the Nation’s Capital is soon to 
celebrate its Sesqui-Centennial, and 
the theme that has been suggested is 
three buildings in the shape of the let- 
ters U S A. 

In the words of Oscar Stonorov, “We 
respectfully call upon the President of 
the United States to stop this farce 
completely, and not just postpone it to 
1951. In its stead, we urge the erection 
of a three-dimensional statement on 
the American way of life; a community 
that will demonstrate to everybody 
what we are working for, what the 
promise holds; to spell out the Amer- 
ican physical standards of living that 
we can obtain in the second half of 
this century. 

"What could attract more visitors to 
Washington than an exhibition of plan- 
ning, exemplifying the thinking of our 
leading authorities? The scope of our 
physical plans and our social goals is 
more powerful than the hydrogen 
bomb." 


SER PATRICK ABERCROMBIE to LECTURE MERE 


Distinguished British architect, city planner to lecture in the Rackham 
Building, May 3; will be free, open to the public 


At 8:30 p.m., Wednesday, May 3, Sir Patrick Abercrombie, England’s Gold Medallist and nominee for 
American Institute of Architects Gold Medal in 1950, will lecture in the auditorium of The Engineering Society 
of Detroit, 100 Farnsworth Avenue. This is not a Chapter dinner meeting, but a lecture only, open to all those 
d, so it is quite likely that the auditorium will be filled to 


The 


MEMO FROM THE OCTAGON 


CONVENTION PLANS: With mount- 
ing indications of a record attendance 
at the convention here May 10-13, Ex- 
ecutive Director Purves and his staff 
are making an all-out effort in collab- 
oration with the Washington-Metropok 
itan (host) Chapter to provide a stim- 
ulating program of symposia and en- 
tertainment. To add interest for both 
members and wives, arrangements are 
being completed on the following adda- 
ed features: Luncheon and program 
for wives at Collingwood Manor, VW7hite 
House tour, Georgetown garden tour, 
and numerous cocktail parties—ome pf 
which will be held in the new Octagon 
garden for delegates and their wi wes. 
The Washington-Metropolitan Chapter 
will issue a free booklet on city plan- 
ning entitled “Of Plans and People" 
and a guide map is to be distributed 
free showing outstanding examples QOf 
architecture and their authors, sites "of 
interest, and a list of restaurants. There 
will also be issued to all registrants 
and guests a special one-sheet circutar 
of information. Among the featured ex- 
hibits will be the 1950 Honor Awards 
Exhibit, an exhibit of town and coumtry 
planning in Great Britain, and am ex- 
hibit of chapter publications; if suf- 
ficient space can be found, the exhibit 
of contemporary U. S. architecture- 
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WARREN 5. HOLMES 
1885-1950 

Born at Howell, Michigan, in 18 
Warren Holmes had practical buildin; 
experience before entering the Univer- 
sity of Michigan in the College of Lit- 
erature, Science and Arts. At that time 
it was possible to earn both the Arts 
degree, or A.B., and that in Architec- 
ture in a combined course of five years, 
and thus he received the t degree in 
1910 and the Bachelor of Architecture 
the following year. During part of this 
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period he assisted in teaching elemen- 


tary building construction and work- 
ing drawings in which his field ex- 
perience was helpful. Some of the 


summer vacation time was spent in the 
office of Stratton and Baldwin, Detroit 
archite who were alive to the im- 
portance of inclusive office experience 
for the student and acted as mentors 
in giving the young man an opportun- 
ity to learn through participation 
something all the aspects of office 


of 
work. It was a good office to begin in 


for the firm did excellent work; Mr. 
Baldwin was one of the authors of 
what became the Standard Documents 
of The A.LA. and the office was one 
of the first in Detroit to determine its 
current costs on projects and to use 
photographs showing construction pro- 

5s. Mr. Baldwin was also the author 
specification card i X, perhaps 
the first effort to systematize the prep- 
aration of such documents, on which 
he lectured to architectural stude 


of a 


Very few students at that period 

such opportunities in busy offices 
Later Mr. Holmes spent ten years 
with Chicago architects where commis- 
sions w ely of an institutional 
character, s experience leading to 
"Hision to return to Michigan, for 


w a future for the consolidated 
school growing out of the educational 


development then gathering force, and 
proceeded to establish himself at Lan- 
sing. For him school building design 
could not be static and each building 
was an organism r onding to the 
specific demands of time and 
This was his basic interest as 
that of educators and school 


and in this ph of school design he 

particularly successful in phe opin- 
ion of other architects 
field. Like few he chose 
to specialize when beginning independ- 
ent practice and from a modest begin- 
ning there grew a large practice which 
spread to other states as far as Con- 
necticut and included a wide range of 
problems. He was a constant student 
and attended meetings of national and 


same 


other educational meetings. Warren 
Holmes sted himself in the Col- 


lege of Architecture and was a gener- 
ous contributor to its building fund; 
he encouraged graduates, some of 
whom after being assistants became 
his associates. He continued active un- 
til a short time ago, in spite of a serious 
and 


disabling affliction in connection 
with which he came to Ann Arbor be- 
fore his recent death i 
was a member of The / 
tute of Architects, the W 


n Chapter of The Institute, and of 
the Michigan Society of Architects. — 
Emil Lorch. 
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Sodety Board Met at Home of Prof. Hammett in Ann Arbor 
37TH CONVENTION SET FOR DETROIT, MARCH 8-9, 1950 


The Board of Directors of the Michigan Society of Architects met at the home of Professor Ralph W. Ham- 


mett in Ann Arbor on the afternoon of A 
day before the opening of the Eighth 


Arbor for the two-day session, April 14 and 15. 
present except Donald A. Kimball of Saginaw, Third Vice-president, whose 


All officers and directors were 
absence was unavoidable. This is no 
reflection оп Don's attendance record 
as he has been most faithful. It is hard- 
ly to be expected that every officer 
and director can attend every meeting 
of the Board throughout the vear. That 
is why there are three vice-presidents, 
for instance. Attendance at these meet- 
ings has been remarkably good, and 
theie is a keen interest shown by all. 


At the request of President Dow, 
First Vice-president Arthur J. Zimmer- 
mann presided at the first leg of the 
meeting, and we must report that he 
did it like a veteran. 

Treasurer Gabler presented a most 
creditable report, and there was con- 
siderable discussion of John Thornton's 
budget for the coming year. There is 
much concern at the loss of members 
who are dropping out of The Institute 
because of the increase in dues. We 
have worked hard to obtain unification 
in Michigan and just when we have 
attained that goal, along comes some- 
thing to upset it. Perhaps we should 
have a breathing spell to consolidate 
our gains before assuming the job is 
done. 

Carl Marr, Chairman of the Society's 
1950 Annual Convention Committee, 
sent a very good report showing that 
$152.57 cents profit was realized. Our 
thanks go to him for this accomplish- 
ment and for one of the most success- 
ful conventions, from every standpoint, 
we have had for many years. So much 
pleased were the directors that they 
voted to hold the next convention in 
Detroit, at the Statler Hotel, March 8 


pril 13, continuing through dinner at the Michigan Union. This was the 
Ann Arbor Conference, and most of the Board members remained in Ann 


and 9, 1951. This will be a full two- 
day convention, with exhibits on the 
Ball Room floor instead of on an upper 
floor, as was necessary last year. In 
1951 the 250th Anniversary of the 
founding of Detroit will be celebrated, 
and the Convention will undoubtedly 
be connected with that, with possibly 
a comprehensive architectural exhibi- 
tion as well. 

While it is true that it has been, and 
should be, the custom to hold two con- 
ventions in Detroit to one elsewhere, 
the war had interrupted that procedure 
and we had not resumed the practice, 
after holding one-day annual meetings 
and elections of officers, during the 
period when conventions were pro- 
hibited. This last one in Detroit was 
so successful, particularly in obtaining 
the cooperation of the Producers’ Coun- 
cil, that it was believed best to hold at 
least one more in Detroit to further 
strengthen this support, before going 
to Lansing, the city entitled to have it 
next. Anyway, 1952 is the year the 
Legislature meets and it would not be 
desirable to hold our convention there 
in an off year. 

The Society's Midsummer Confer- 
ence at The Grand Hotel on Mackinac 
Island, set for August 3-6, was also 
discussed further, and that event is cer- 
tain to be no exception to the rule of 
each one being better than before. 

President Dow was selected Delegate 
from the Society to The A.LA. Con- 
vention in Washington, May 10-13. 

Ralph Hammett, Chairman of the 


Society's Committee оп Education and 
Research, reported that his Committee 
had obtained an abbreviated draft of 
the proposed standard building code 
being prepared by the Building Of- 
ficials Conference of America, that they 
are studying it and are very much 
impressed with its being as near to a 
basic national performance code as it 
is possible to get. The study is being 
made at the request of Commissioner 
Joseph P. Wolff, of the Department of 
Buildings and Safety Engineering, City 
of Detroit. 

Charles B. McGrew, as Chairman, re- 
ported for the Committee on Public 
and Professional Relations, which had 
met in Ann Arbor during the day. The 
Committee has made considerable 
progress toward the preparation of a 
brochure to be issued by the Society. 


WANTED—Architectural draftsmen. At least 4 
years drafting experience. Cpportunity for 
neat, accurate, and aggressive young men. 
Nice surroundings, congenial working con- 
ditions, in smail downtown Detroit Office. 
Cornelius L. T. Gabler, A.ILA., WO. 3-8964. 

WANTED—Experienced architectural drafts- 
man, registered architect preferred. Good 
opportunity for the right man. W. Roy 
Akitt, 1446 National Bank Bldg., WO. 3-5333. 

WANTED—Architectural specification 
man with extensive experience on high grade 
building projects. Harley, Ellington & Day, 
Inc., 153 E. Elizabeth St., Detroit, WO. 2-7080. 
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"The 


T Y William E. Kapp spoke on 
\ | | | itecture of the Tneatre." His long 
) | | 1] experience in every phase of the Play- 
1 i 


ers in Detroit, from architect to actor 


M а . and all the rest, qualified him for his 
Architects, Educators, Editors and Representatives subject. He dealt at some length with 
ES the commercial legitimate theatre but 
of Many Branches of Theatre Arts Join in Two-day decried the fact that there is very little 
place for it in American life today, due 
On the program of the 8th Ann Arbor to its precarious economic status. He 
Conference, April 14 and 15, Dean stated that only the very large cities 
Wells I. Bennett, of the College of Ar- сап support legitimate stage shows. 
chitecture and Design at the University (Continued on Page 7) 
of Michigan, was able to engage lead- 
ers in a broad field connected with the 
theatre, In this way architect and client 
compared notes and each told of what 
is wrong with the other. 
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The meetings were held in the de- " | 
lightful Amphitheatre of Ann Arbor's Detroit 28 | 
Rackham Building, with a side trip into — || 
Ў the Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre. Тһе 
MAdison 0810 FISHER BUILDING Detroit, Mich banquet was held at the Michigan 
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werte. 


Bennett stated that this mixture of 
theatre people and architects was 
something new, and credited G. Holmes 
Perkins of Harvard as the idea man. 
Mr. Perkins presided at two of the 
sessions, including the first and the 
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‹ А * coming home to Ann Arbor. Each опе 8 
John А. Mercer Brick Co. had been interesting, he said, in broad- El 
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QUALITY FACE BRICK ы of the city planner with respect to the 
3895 Roulo Ave.. Dearborn VI. 1-0761 H theatre. He mentioned the almost pat 
formula of city planning—community, 


=. 


houses, traffic, schools, shops, work 
near houses, etc., adding that it seemed 
to leave out something. We must real- 
UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION ize, he said, the relation of art to edu- 
cation. He pointed out that the theatre 

TYler 40100 is the symbol of art and education, and 

1935 McGRAW AVE. DETROIT 8$ js exemplified by its spread into the 
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Critical materials are not required 


universities. 

1Ownsend 8 6681 Мг, Kenneth Macgowan, the first 
speaker, commented on the meeting às 
a practical working conference, com- 
bining architect, student and client. He 
placed clients in two categories—the 


pliant client and the one who knows 
839 Collingwood Ave Detroit 2, Michigan КАЙ, 


to erect glass block panels in that 
new plant addition—or in replac- 
ing wornout sash in existing build- 
ings. Get Insulux Glass Block — 
without delay. 


Cadillac Glass Co. 


A. 1-7200 2570 HART AVENUE 
DETROIT 


Theatre equipment and theatre types 
were discussed and the latest trends 
were brought out by slides and by the 
speakers 

Cecil H. Nickel presided Friday af- 
ternoon; Malcolm R. Stirton, Saturday 
morning. 
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THE SAMUEL B. LONG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


^3 DEARBORN 
MICHIGAN 


rooms, a small kitchen, central toilets, 
and a boiler room. 

Under the reorganized elementary 
school program, the Board of Education 
and School Administration set forth the 
educational requirements to be ful- 
filled in enlarging and converting the 
Samuel B. Long School. These over-all 
z { planning policies included the use of 
ET Я ges rites self-contained class rooms and alloca- 
і tion of the original classrooms to the 

upper elementa and the new 
self-contained cl to the lower 
BY THURSTON RODNEY JAHR. A.LA elementary groups. Specially designed 
multi-purpose rooms were required to 
be available to all grades. The optimum 


The new Samuel B. Long School at type" schools were converted into com- membership was set at 400 to 600 pupils 
Westwood and New York Avenue, plete elementary buildings housing including the kindergarten and first 
Dearborn, Michigan, is the culmination kindergarten and the first six grades. six grades. 
of a reorganized educational program The original school constructed in The conversion of the Long School 


under which the small "neighborhood 1946 and 1947 contained nine 


raised the total number of classrooms 
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to 18 rooms. In addition, the pla 
cluded a kindergarten-junior prir 
suite, an activity room with cafe 
kitchen attached, a playroom, a h 
unit, a library book storage room, 
an administrative suite. 

The self contained classrooms, 2 
feet, feature reversible tack-b 
chalk-board sections, green gle 
boards, individual toilet rooms, 
robes, movable bookshelves, work s 
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, drinking fountains, read- 
with benches, acoustical 
s, cinder block and glazed tile 
asphalt tile floors, fluorescent 
B, and bilateral natural lighting. 

kindergarten-junior primary 

the facilities of the self con- 
classrooms and, in addition to 
loor area, has mutually accessible 
a, cloak and toilet rooms. The 
ads to an enclosed and partially 
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covered outdoor play area. 

The activities-cafeteria room serves 
a multiple function. Lowering of the 
folding wall tables and benches adapt 
the room to its function as cafeteria. 
When not used as a cafeteria, the room 
may be used for small assemblies re- 
quiring the use of the hydraulically 
operated stage at one end. The folding 
curtain through the middle separates 
the room into two smaller rooms for 
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specialized activities. Across the rear 
of the room are built-in facilities for 
art work. These include a sink, clay 
storage cabinets, and closets for draw- 
ing boards, trays, and bulky equip- 
ment. 

The play room, 40x60 feet, was de- 
signed for use of large play groups and 
assemblies. It incorporates a permanent 
raised stage with electrically operated 
curtain, locker-shower-toilet facilities 
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and a play director's office. 

The health unit, immediately adja- 
cent to the play director's office, in- 
cludes the nurse's office, examination 
room and toilets. These toilets are ac- 
cessible from the corridor for use by 
the public. 


The library book storage room con- 
tains facilities and space necessary to 
serve other schools in the vicinity as 
well as this school. 


The admin.trative suite contains a 
waiting room, principal's office, vault, 
general office, work room, teacher's 
rest room, and consultation room. 

The general building structure fea- 
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tures the use of a structural steel frame, 
gypsum deck with tar and gravel roof, 
brick-block and glazed tile walls, glass 
block and steel sash windows and con- 
crete floor slab. The ceilings through- 
out, except the locker rooms, are acous- 
tical tile on plaster. The eave closure 
above the glass block and at the edge 
of the projecting hoods was developed 
to accomplish the enclosure economi- 
cally and still provide fireproofing and 
a pleasing appearance. After investigat- 
ing usual methods and discarding them 
on one count or another the final solu- 
tion was reached: the use of colored 
porcelain enamelled metal backed up 
with concrete. The prefabricated units 
completely fulfilled each requirement 
set up. Although incidental to the main 
problem of enclosing the steel beams 
satisfactorily, the green color selected 
provided a very pleasing contrast to the 
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brick and stone walls and to the red 
trim of the doors and hood pipe col- 
umns. 

The heating system is comprised of 
finned tube radiation and tempered air 
for the class rooms, finned tube radia- 
tion and radiant floor coils for the kin- 
dergarten-junior primary, and convec- 
tors for the activities room and admin- 
istrative suite. 

Althoush the requirements of the 
problem were stringent, close cooper- 
ation of the Board of Education and the 
School Administration resulted in a 
school as economical and complete as 
any which have been built-in this area. 
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(Continued from Page 2) 

He concluded with an encouraging 
note, in effect that “everyone likes to 
act and to see acting in the flesh, proof 
of which is that in the City of Detroit 
alone there are more than four hun- 
dred amateur theatrical organizations." 
In his figures, of course, he included 
the dramatic clubs attached to the 
public schools and said that there is 
no doubt that such groups form an im- 
portant part in American cultural and 
recreational life. He recommended that, 
in order to carry this on, the states 
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and municipalities, through their uni- 
versities, should do more by way of 
furthering dramatics in the flesh, say- 
ing that there was room for more de- 
velopment of experimental theatres at 
our educational institutions, equipped 
to handle large productions, even to 
the scale of opera. His conclusion was 
one of the most vital and strongest of 
the Conference, 

At the banquet Dean Hudnut of Har- 
vard spoke on “Louis Quince and Neon 
Lights.” Reminiscing about early De- 
troit and particularly the old Detroit 
Opera House (George D. Mason). The 
facade, which he remembered as "one 
of the loveliest in the world,” now 
fronts for a haberdashery, and is re- 
splendent with neon signs. The Dean 
does not think that any man will ever 
be able to persuade him that it is not 
beautiful. For one thing, he saw his 
first play there, and while he may 
forget all else, he cannot forget that. 

Said the Dean, “It seems to me that 
all my life I have been sitting before 
curtains that rise, one after the other, 
to reveal new vistas. The theatre is 
not as Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, 
said, to ‘hold a mirror up to nature,’ 
but on the contrary is to deliver us 
into the land of illusion. For this we 
don’t need 800 miles of wire, as we 
heard of today. Shakespeare's charac- 
ters walk on and off the stage without 
any of this. 

"Architecture too is an art of illu- 
sion. When we build a little house it 
is for a dream on the stage of life, the 
illusion of love, loyalty, beauty and all 
of the things that go to make up our 
existence here on earth." 

The same is true of the church and 
other buildings, he said. He added that 
the romantic architect who preceded 
us understood this better than we do. 
He concluded: 

"A strange phenomenon is going on 
in my profession today. Architects are 
trying to take design out of the imag- 
inative realm and place it in the pali- 
sades of exact science. Architecture is 
facing a crisis and I suspect that the 
same thing is going on in the theatre.” 


The JAMES SPENCES are now visit- 
ing in Europe, the Kenneth Blacks will 
tour the Scandinavian countries in 
June; the Lewis Simpsons and the Tal- 
mage Hugheses will visit London and 
Paris also in June. Louis Rossetti has 
left for a three-weeks visit in Europe 
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THE INTERNATIONAL STYLE 

In the second of his ser of lectures 
on architecture at the osse Pointe 
War Memorial, April 15, Dean Wells I 
Bennett, of the College of Architecture, 


University of Michigan, took for his 

subject "The International Style." 
Saving that it was imported, he di- 

rected his talk to the work of three 


ponents, still living and carrying on 
Walter Gropius, Le Corbusier and 
Mies van der Rohe, all products of a 
period between the wars. They were, ht 
said, motivated by a resistance to de 
cadent style. A slide showing Gropius' 
own house exemplified the character 
istics of cubical masses, flat roofs ar 
ribbon windows. His industrial build- 
ing for Container Corporation in North 
Carolina, showed the same forms. 

Le Corbusier, the architect 
who practiced in France, was first of 
alla painter. He had considerable to 
do with the design for the Secretariat 
Building for the United Nations, now 
building in New York. 

Mies van der Rohe came to the 
United States and Chicago, where he 
became Head of the Department of Ar- 
chitecture at Illinois Institute of Tech- 
nology (formerly Armour Institute). 
He designed the buildings at Tech, as 
well as apartments on the south side 
of Chicago. They аге beautifully 
thought through structures, not а 
jungle of steel. His is a mind that likes 
geometry. 

Richard Neutra, of California, has 
contributed much to the International 
Style, the Dean said. A good example 
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is his Lovell house, near Los Angeles. 
G. Holmes Perkins, of Harvard, is an- 
other brilliant desciple of the style, the 
speaker said. He also showed work of 
Marcel Breuer, Hugh Stubbins, Eberle 
Smith, and Skidmore, Owings & Mer- 
rill, as well as the Los Angeles Pru 
dential Building by Wurdeman & Beck- 
et 


JEAN HEBRARD, F.A.LA., formerly 
of the faculty at the College of Archi- 
tecture and Design, University of Mich- 


igan, now of Paris, France, has just 
arrived in this country, on a mission 
for the French Government, to make 


a survey of the trends in regional and 
city planning. He expects to be 
several months. 


here 


WA A. KLOSKE, A.LA. for 
twenty years a member of Chevrolet 
Engineering Department in Flint, an- 
nounces the opening of his offices for 
the practice of architecture at 514 E 
Kearsley Street, in Flint 

Since leaving Chevrolet, Mr. Kloske 
has praeticed in Detroit, where he will 
continue to maintain offices 


Bulletin: 

Thank you very much for carrying 
our letter on construction of mail boxes 
in your January 17, 1950 issue. 

We are also grateful to you for caus- 
ing this letter to be printed in the 
March 1950 issue of The Ohio Architect 

James S. Nonan, President, National 
Association of Letter Carriers. 
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PRODUCERS AND ARCHITECTS MEET TOGETHER 


GOOD ATTENDANCE IS HAD AT DINNER MEETING, APRIL 19 


On Wednesday evening, April 19, members of the Detroit Chapter, A.LA., 
gan Chapter. This regular monthly dinner meeting of the architects’ Chapter 
n full charge of the program. 

esided and opened the meeting by giving a brief re- 


bers of the Producers’ Council, Michi 
has been designated as Producers’ night and they were give 
Andrew R. Morison, President of The A.LA. Chapter, pr 


met jointly for dinner with mem- 


port of the Chapter Board meeting which was, as usual, held just prior to the dinner. 


He announced that the Chapter was 
entitled to be represented by 19 dele- 
gates at The Institute Convention in 
Washington, May 10-13, and that 18 had 
signified their willingness to serve. 
These 18 are automatically elected and 
there is room for one more, 

The 18 are Wells Bennett, Robert 
Blakeslee, Louis Chesnow, John Cross, 
George Diehl, Lynn Fry, Neil Gabler, 
Alvin Harley, Talmage Hughes, Bill 
Kapp, Paul Kasurin, Al Leone, Fred 
O'Dell, Andy Morison, Leonard Rush, 
Malcolm Stirton, Howell Taylor and 
Frank Wright. 

President Morison also announced 
the appearance of Sir Patrick Aber- 
crombie at the Rackham Building in a 
lecture on May 3, and invited members 
and guests to attend. 

Eighty-six attended dinner and ap- 
proximately 100 the program. After 
tables were removed and the room ar- 
ranged as an auditorium, President 
Morison turned the meeting over to 
William E. Ogden, of Marsh Wall Prod- 
ucts, Inc., President of the Producers’ 
Council Chapter, who expressed grati- 
fication for the opportunity of his group 
to participate in the program. Bill 
credited W. J. Portland, of Armstrong 
Cork Co. with arranging the program. 

Portland explained that the program 
would be on “Indoor Climate Control,” 
а term used instead of air conditioning 
because the latter has become so loosely 
used as to mean anything from the 
circulation of air to a complete installa- 


tion of cooling, etc. 

The first speaker, Mr. John Haines of 
Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co., 
stated that climate control was to pro- 
tect man from the weather. His interest 
was in automatic controls and he pre- 
dicted a future in which more emphasis 
would be placed on this than on any 
other phase of the building industry. 

Wright Hitt, of Owens-Corning Fib- 
erglas Corporation, dealt with human 
comfort as affected by insulation. We 
learned that each human being is the 
equivalent of about 10 sq. ft. of hot 
water radiation, which recalls the state- 
ment of Prof. Robert B. Newman, of 
Acoustics Laboratory, M.LT., at the 
Great Lakes Seminars at Indianapolis, 
last September, that acoustically one is 
the equivalent of about four sq. ft. of 
window. 

Mr. R. F. Snyder, of Libbey-Owens- 
Ford Glass Co., spoke on the control of 
heat through and around windows. He 
stated that the desire for more light 
and vision, without the penalty of in- 
creased heating costs, had made this 
an important subject. 

Besides the speakers, a goodly num-- 
ber of other Producers attended and 
seemed to enjoy the program. 

A question and answer period 
brought out much of interest, and, in 
closing the meeting, President Morison 
thanked Program Chairman Suren Pi- 
lafian for arranging such a successful 
program. 


"THE FUTURE OF DETROIT" 


Top community, labor and manage- 
ment leaders are cooperating in a five- 
star public meeting May 18 at the new 
Veterans’ Memorial Building, put on by 
Future Detroit, Inc., the citizens’ Hous- 
ing and Planning Council. Co-chairmen 
are George Romney, Victor Reuther 
and Father Raymond S. Clancy. Sched- 
uled as speakers are Henry Ford II, 
Walter Reuther, James B. Webber and 
Frank X. Martel, with Dr. Alfred H. 
Whittaker, President, presiding. Sub- 
ject is "Detroit's Future and Future 
Detroit, Inc." 

Future Detroit Inc.'s annual meeting 
is to be held at 7 p. m. in Room 514 
of the Veterans' Building, followed at 
8:15 by the big public meeting in the 
large ballroom, second floor, Shelby 
Street entrance. The public address 
system will be in use to permit an 
overflow crowd in some of the smaller 
rooms on the second floor if needed. 
The first to be held in the Veterans' 
Building—almost a month before the 
dedication date—this meeting is open 
to those interested, without charge. 


WANTED—Good senior architectural drafts- 
man on general class of work. Excellent op- 
portunity in pleasant surroundings. C. Julian 
Oberwarth, 310 Second St, Frankfort, Ky. 
Tel. 1169. 

WANTED—Architectural draftsman, experienc- 
ed on schools and hospitals. Pleasant work- 
ing conditions, good salary. Goodrich & 
Wilkins, 226 E. Second St., Casper, Wyoming. 
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| 
Helping the Young Architectural Grad 
By Charles B. McGrew, Vice-President, Detroit Chapter, A 
Atl: before the Michigan Society of Architects 36th Annual Convention, 


The subject for this ses 


changes. The words, "in ten year: 


be developed within ten years after graduation. If our he 
may get by, but building problems are becoming more numerous and prope 


more experience is, therefore, essential 
to the practitioner if his solutions are 
to be successful Seldom does a job 
come along these days that does not 
contain new problems or new variations 
of old ones which challenge the best 
thinking an organization can give it. 
The average new graduate, regardless 
of the excellence of his academic train- 
ing, is starting a much more advanced 
course when he begins accumulating 
the experience which is to make his 
dreams endure. It is а course from 
which he will never graduate. 

The Michigan Society of Architects 
has long been preaching that the best 
way to improve public opinion of archi- 
tects is for them to improve the quality 
of their work and leave satisfied clients. 
Jobs should not only look well and be 
properly planned, detailed and built, 
but they must run along smoothly dur- 
ing construction and be sound econom- 
ically. Owners want and have a right 
to expect that their architects will 
handle their building deals expertly. 
These many responsibilities cannot be 
adequately carried by inexperienced 
architects or even by experienced ar- 
chitects who charge inadequate fees. 

The architect-employer's responsibil- 
ity is clear. He must teach his young 
employees. He must encourage them to 
do things which will give them the ex- 
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ion was first announced as “If Education does not stop with a Diploma, what shall we 
do to start the young Graduate in the directicn of being a capable Practitioner in ten Years.” | suggested certain 

" were deleted. I do not believe that many feel that a capable practitioner can 
ro is to stick to certain simple types 
r solutions more difficult, and more and 


perience which will make them a credit 
to the profession. This is entirely pos- 
sible and reasonable. It has been done 
before. As a matter of fact, many noble 
buildings were designed during our 
"Early American" era by architects who 
had never heard of an architectural 
college. The first degree in architecture 
from an American college or university 
was not awarded until the spring of 
1873. 

Prior to that date American archi- 
tects received their professional train- 
ing principally from their employers. 
It is to be assumed that they read all 
available architectural literature, which 
was little enough, and studied and ac- 
cumulated architectural books, but the 
knowledge which was injected into 
them by their day-to-day contact with 
their employers and fellow draftsmen 
constituted just about all of their real 
architectural education. 

Our early architects appear to have 
gone far out of their way to train their 
most promising employees. They treat- 
ed them largely as junior partners, 
teaching them design, the preparation 
of bidding documents, and the super- 
vision of construction, and also gave 
them opportunities to acquire experi- 
ence in architect-owner-contractor re- 
lations and the business side of operat- 
ing an office. If the employee was will- 
ing and had the aptitude, he had the 
opportunity to obtain a well-balanced 
practical architectural training. 

My first employer asked me shortly 
after I had started to work after gradu- 
ation whether or not I would undertake 
to do a job which I could handle, "on 
the s ," if such a job came along. Un- 
easily, I replied, "Yes" His comment 
is still clearly remembered. He said, 
“Good. That seems to be the best and 
quickest way to obtain a good picture 
of an architect's problems and respons- 
ibilities. Just don't let it interfere with 
the office work." As he started away 
he turned and said, “апа if you'll keep 
an accurate account of your expenses 
and time you may discover how for- 
tunes are made in architecture." Later, 
I found that he frequently turned small 
jobs and the "cats and dogs" which 
came into the office over to his regi 
tered employees. I know of a few cases 
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uate to Get Started in Practice 


March 10, 1350 


of buildings, he 


where he came into the drafting room 
and told us of someone who was going 
to build something which could not be 
profitably handled by the office and 
suggested that someone go after it. The 
drafting was sometimes done in the 
office after hours, or :he drawings were 
brought in for criticism by the older 
employees or even by the boss himself. 
Strangely enough, he maintained an in- 
terest in these little jobs even to the 
point of visiting them while under con- 
struction and later “кідае” the re- 
sponsible parties about the way they 
were being built. This was not only of 


great educational value to the em- 
ployee, it created a comradeship and a 


loyalty to the office which was really 
wonderful 

Of course, operational procedure of 
an architectural office has changed 
with the changing times. Things have 
altered the easier employer-employee 
relations which prevailed thirty-five 
years ago to the disadvantage of the 
younger employee who is now generally 
See McGREW. Page 7 
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STEP-SAVING PRIVACY KEYNOTES HOUSE DESIGN 


The problem of planning a new house 
in a built-up subdivision where al- 
most every house is different and old 
restrictions are far from toda 
omy, presented somewhat of 
tion 

Being a corner lot, at 14,300 Abing- 
ton Road, Detroit, Michigan, with all agh- ЖЖ. 
other adjacent corners built on and - - 2 —— — 
each house of a different style, did 7 J 
really make it quite a problem z 1 

However, after studi were sub- 
mitted and approved t the subdi- з И 
vision authorities, we were ready to E жый ” тн "мош ч А ^ 
start. A schedule of contracts 
agreed on, and we broke ground 
14, 1948, getting the buildir 
ment's approval and mov 


econ- 
situa- 


in March 
18, 1949—a total of 76 working days n 
So we had built a house, that is 


without plaster, with one door to t 
living quarters, wi 1 


he We bu 


bath floor p-sav 


family. 
There was no cutting across the 
ing room to the sleeping quarte 
bath, no going through the utilit 
laundry to get into the kitchen. 
A straight forward plan for tod 
living! That was it. The general s 
being to enter under a covered p| 
through the vi bule then go into| 
part of the house without distu 
anyone in their part of the hous 
It is a straight forward kit 
where the raw product is brought 
the kitchen, immediately to the re 
erator, near the door for storage, 
then prepared in near-by sink 
counter, next cooked, then place 
table. A straight assembly like 
rangement, no lost motion, sq 
plenty of steps. 

The heating tem is by force 
through the asbestos ducts in cor 
ceilir and then through indiv: 
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9143 Hubbell Ave.. Detroit 28 VE. 8-3200 5849 Woodward Av 
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mostatic Dole register, located 
e each door in every room. Cold — 
eturning under the house through M: 
ber ducts on sisal-craft covered певт 
blite concrete slab to a trench duct 
br the furnace. I believe we have 
t around forty-five dollars for oil 
year. 

fra Aluminum insulation was used 
e floor of the study which made 
|рргоргіаѓе vapor barrier. 


Tora qi» Т 


he unique feature was the use of 
slope of the roof for the ceilings 
bth the living and bed room ceil- 
making each room appear much 
èr, Plenty of light and air was an- 
" feature accomplished by the и 
arge sliding aluminum sash, tra- 
d so plenty of light could be 
ight into the area of the room 
ample closet space distributed 
ly where necessary, made for an 
mely livable house 


JENSON ROOFING CO. REFLECTIVE INSULATION CO. SORENSEN & HERBERTZ 
R n 


ACME Paint ighout 


BARRETT 5 2832 E. Grand Blvd.. Detroit 11 TR. 5-4220 
inock Si.. Detroit 28 VE. 5-4380 14261 Steel Ave., Detroit 27 WE. 5-7416 
ROCKTEX INSULATION CO. 


WINDOW CORPORATION Furs ae З : ZONOLITE COMPANY 


RSON 


Floor Base 


TW. 3-9380 5197 Hamilton Ave., Detroit 2 WE. 5-7307 14300 Henn Ave., Dearborn, Mich. TI. 6-1010 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


Weekly Bulletir 


WALTER WYETH'S NEW OFFICE 


WALTER Н, WYETH, A.LA., of Wal- 
ter Н. Wyeth Co., Architects, announce 
firm's offices to 1602 
Michigan. 
3 


the removal of the 
Military Street, Port Huron, 
The move is made after 17 years at 323 
Peoples Bank Building in that city 

Walter was born and reared in Chi- 
cago, graduated from University of Illi- 
nois in 1911 and then went to work for 
Chicago architects, but 
let him take it from 
here: 


"First job was most- 
ly drafting but I had 
occasion to do s 
supervision work 
first visit in this 
pacity was to a build- 
ing remodelling job on 
the edge of the loop 
where the trades were 
all experienced, highly 


My 


ca- 


unionized and tough. 

I was wearing a derby 

hat, was pretty con- Mr. Wyeth 
scious of being well 

dressed and felt altogether too much 


of a tenderfoot for the gang I was about 
to have to talk turkey to. 

“As I ducked under some scaffolding 
to enter the ground floor of the build- 
ing my derby was slightly dented and 
got a dose of dry brick mortar or 
plaster. I straightened out the dent and 
carefully dusted off the lime and was 


about to proceed to the heart of the 
work when, why not—I took off my 
hat, dented it again and returned dry 


lime mortar to the crown in sufficient 
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quantity so that at least one shoulder 
might get a little of the surplus. Then 
with my lack of confidence 
and a slight trace of overconfidence 
brewing, I jumped into the midst of 
m- 
t 


overcome 


trowels, pe wrenches and air h 
mers. With that first trip over I g 
quite a kick out of the next few. 
‘My first real thrill on the outside 
work was when I viewed the first cab 
inet work milled to my full size details 
It looked just like I had hoped it would 


but feared it wouldn't. 
All this for the first two or three 
years. Then one day in 1914 Carl Erik- 


son and I went to work for Richard E. 
Schmidt, Garden & Martin, where I 
gained e vears valuable experience 
and where Carl later became the third 
member of the firm. There used to be 
seventy-five or more employees count- 
ing superintendents and I often wonder 
what has become of them all, and envy 
the local boys who have been able to 
keep in closer contact with their old 
sociates and college chums 

“Hugh Garden was a wonderful de- 
signer and his work was a real inspi 
tion. Frank Lloyd Wrights long black 
hair and wavy black bow tie 
familiar sight in the drafting room аз 
he used to lean over Hugh's drafting 
board and chew about every imagin- 
able thing that seemed impractical or 
impossible to accomplish. I have never 
regretted a minute of the few years 
with Dick Schmidt, old diplomacy per- 
sonified, whom we loved and admired 
because his professional ethics were un- 
impeachable. And how fortunate the 
voung draftsman of today who is un- 
consciously acquiring a business train- 
ing along with the other artistic and 
technical work expected of him. 

"Constant work, mostly drafting, 
brought on an eye strain which I 
thought might necessitate my leaving 
the business. On doctors orders I left 
temporarily on a fishing trip to North- 
ern Wisconsin. While casting and troll- 
ing for muskalonge one has ample time 
to consider occupations in which he 
doesn't have to use his eyes. There are 
many where brains aren't necessary 
but few where you can sit behind dark 
glasses and rest your eyes. 

"While thus meditating and expect- 
ing a strike I got a telegram instead. 
My old pal Bill Lindstrom, later super- 
ing state architect, who had been 
right there with me the summer before, 
had bet everyone in the office they'd 
never reach me with a telegram. Bill 
lost and I had to go to So & So City 
and get a job started. But it was a rest 
for the еуез compared to getting out 
huge one-eighth inch scale drawings. 
So it happened I stuck to the profes- 
sion. 

“The war found me with a transit and 


F. H. MARTIN. 
CONSTRUCTION. CO. 


Cadillac 4890 
955 E. Jefferson Ave. Detroit, Michigan 


was a 


level laying out buildings for the Auto- 
mobile Repair Shops at Sparrows Point, 
Md., for the Construction Quartermas- 
1917-18, what a winter that was! 
Then back with the old firm again in 


ter; 


Chicago until I opened an office in 

Port Huron in the fall of 1923. 
“During the first year out of col- 

lege jobs we not plentiful and as 


soon as an office finished a big job it 
would clean house except for the chief 
and a few permanent fixtures. I knew 
my nature was such that to be idle 
more than a week or two would get me 
down. I philosophized that one could 
not feel prosperous and down at the 
same time so if I couldn't land a job 
by the second day I would buy a new 
suit, or if I didn’t need too much buoy- 
ing up, just a hat. The third day I gen- 
erally had a job. Maybe clothes don't 
make the man but they keep him from 
feeling low when he hasn't a job, and 
keeping up your spirits is 90 per cent 
of getting the job. 

“With the depression at its depth in 
1932 I moved out of the Sperry Build- 
ing, where I had been for eight years, 
into bigger and better offices in the 
Peoples Bank Building. Result? Well, it 
worked just as the new suit or hat 
worked. I didn't get discouraged for 
а minute but for a while there was no 
danger of overcrowding, апа, by 
the way, if you don't know it already, 
you can get lots of well-located space 
on lease cheap when there is no one 
wanting any. 

“When you come up to cross over the 
great Blue Water Bridge this summer, 
stop in, you'll be more than welcome. 


Well finish the job of getting ac- 
auainted." 
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a graduate. His education is now ex- 
pected to be complete enough to make 
him a producer in some particular 
branch of the work. He is usually kept 
doing the things which, it is believed, 
will make him most valuable to the or- 
ganization. He is not encouraged to 
burn the midnight oil or dissipate his 
energies doing small jobs “оп the side." 
Frequently, after years of office experi- 
ence, today's employee is a designer 
а specification writer or an inspector. 
He is not expected to have any worth- 
while ideas on any branch of the work 
other than his own. If he has, it re- 
ceives scant attention. He loses confi- 
dence. He begins to have no opinions. 
He is in a rut. 

Most architectural schools now have 
a five-year curriculum and still such 
subjects as owner-relationship, bus- 
iness-solicitation, office accounting, etc. 
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do not appear to be treated realistically 
and in proportion to their importance 
by many schools. Employers are natur- 
ally reluctant to provide the elementary 
training in such matters. They have a 
right to expect that the graduate knows 
something about such things. 

The school, therefore, should prepare 
the youngster for the reception of fur- 
ther knowledge in all departments of 
general architectural practice. The em- 
ployer should provide the opportunity 
for further general growth by letting 
him in on more things, by encouraging 
him to study, by giving him the “cat 
and dog" jobs to profitably use time 
which would otherwise be wasted, by 
urging him to inspect jobs under con- 
struction by other offices so as to broad- 
en his knowledge of what is being done, 
and by showing a personal interest in 
his efforts, his failures and his successes. 

Architects repeatedly complain that 
the profession does not receive ade- 
quate recognition or proper respect 
from the public and the press. They 
should do something about it. They 
should contribute to the best of their 
ability in making each succeeding gen- 
eration of architects stronger in every 
way than their predecessors. 


KIMBALL & WILSON DINNER 
By T. G. Seemeyer 


One hundred Detroit architects at- 
tended the dinner given by Kimball & 
Wilson, Inc. at Hotel Statler, April 27. 

James Rowland, vice president of the 
Andersen Corporation, Bayport, Min- 
nesota, gave an interesting and infor- 
mative talk while demonstrating with 
actual models the features of the An- 
dersen casement, gliding, basement and 
new pressure seal double hung win- 
dow units manufactured by his firm. 

Rowland stressed the company’s basic 
principle of always manufacturing a 
product “we can stand back of,” in 
giving a general resume of the firm’s 
history from its founding in 1903 uv 
to the present time when they are turn- 
ing out the new pressure seal double 
БИНЕ 


units at the rate of 7,000 per 
week. 

Clarence Kimball made an affable 

host and introduced to the architects 


Dewey Hoel, field representative of the 
Andersen Corporation and Larry Smith 
representative of Bruce Oak Flooring, 


and the members of his own firm 
Claud Wilson, Harry Russell, Gus 
Meyer, Jim Dryden and Ray Brutel. 


Exhibits of Morgan doors and New 
London doors were also on display. 

Among the prominent architects ob- 
served at the dinner were Werner An- 
derson, 


Clair Ditehy, Arthur Schmidt, 


PN rmi m, Kumon 


John Thornton, George Zannoth, Leo 
Bauer, John Knapp, Ralph Hammett, 
Carl Marr, Owen Luckenbach, Linn 
Smith, Ivan Dise, Joseph Dworski, 
George Bery, Thomas Hewlett, Ernest 
Greenberg, William Kuni, Louis Red- 
stone, Robert Blakeslee, Frank Barcus, 
Earl Meyer, Stanley Bragg, Leo Perry, 
Paul Tilds, Lyall Askew and Frank 
“Stop-That-Train-Lloyd” Wright. 


CORRECTION 

The “Ypsilanti Profile,” an article 
about architect Ralph Gerganoff, by 
Mrs Mary V. Cummings, reprinted in 
our issue of April 18, was from The 
Washtenaw Post-Tribune, and not from 
the Ann Arbor News, as we credited. 
Our apologies. 

We always like to see architects get 
recognition. The article was well writ- 
ten, much to the credit of Mrs. Cum- 
and The Washtenaw Post-Tri- 


mings 
bune. 
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DETROIT CHAPTER TO HEAR 
THOMAS H. CREIGHTON 


Students Joint Meeting 

Thomas H. Creighton, A.LA., Editor 
of Progressive Architecture will be the 
Detroit Chapter dinner 
Rackham Building, 
the evening of May 24. His subject will 
“The Architectural Journals and the 
Practicing Profession.” 

The dinner 
program at 8:00, 


speaker at the 


meeting in the on 


be, 


will be at 6:30 p.m., the 


in the same room 


the Chapters annual joint 
meeting with its stu- 
dent branch chapters, 
of which there are 
three — at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, 
the University of De- 
troit and at Lawrence 
Institute of Technol- 
ogy. The Detroit Chap- 
ter award to a student 
in each of the chap- 
ters, who has attained 
outstanding scholar- 
ship, will be presented 
Hawk 
Creighton, the 
late Whittington 
Creighton, Episcopal Bishop, of Detroit, 
was educated at Harvard University and 
Beaux Arts Atele Acht. He worked 
for the New York hitectural firms of 
Schultz and Weaver, Frederick L. Ack- 
erman and others. For a time he carried 
on his own practice in Hempstead, N. 
Y. During the 30's he entered civil ser- 
vice and attained the title of Chief Ar- 
chitect Hospitals, City of New York. 
Just before the War he spent two years 
in Burlington, Vermont, associated bite 


This is 


Thomas 


Mr. son of 


Creighton 


War years he was 
Alfred Hopkins Desin unu 
New York. He became Editor 
gressive Architecture in Janyéy 

In addition to magazine 
various media, he has writte 
such books as "Planning 
“Homes,” and “Building for 
Man." 
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DEAN BENNETT CONCLUDES 
LECTURE SERIES AT POINTE 
WAR MEMORIAL 

WELLS I. BENNETT, F.A.LA., Dean 
of the College of Architecture and De- 
sign at the University of Michigan, gave 
the last in his series of lectures on ar- 
chitecture at the Grosse Pointe War 
Memorial on the evening of May 2. The 
first lecture was on “Frank Lloyd 
Wright,” the second on “The Interna- 
tional Style,” and the last on “The Ver- 
nacular of 1950.” 

Throughout the series, the Dean 
showed the influence of Wright on Am- 
erican architecture, he led up to the 
houses of today and indicated the effect 
that environment has on design 

One of his most interesting refer- 
ences was to the work of Alden B. 
Dow, whom he designated as one of the 
bes nown disciples of Wright. He 
showed slides of Mr. Dow’s own house 
and office in Midland, his Mormon 
church there and other examples of his 
work, to bring out that while he 
influenced by Mr. Wright, he has his 
own style which is quite different. 
Dow’s work, the Dean said, is very 
thoughtfully and well designed with a 
nice use of materials and on the whole 
original and pleasing. 

Included in his slides also were ex- 
amples of the Bay Region architecture 
of the San Francisco area, and examples 
of small houses in New England, which 
looked as if they belonged in their en- 
vironment. He touched upon the solar 
house and some of the problems it in- 
volves. Some examples were of the all- 
gl house, the half-balloon, the Dy- 
maxion house and others that are striv- 
ing for new forms. The quonset bank 
in Cleveland by Garfield, Harris, Rob- 
inso chafer, he said, has a newness 
s very successful. 


was 


CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
GO MODULAR 
By John C. Thornton, A.LA. 


On the evening of April 24th the 
Concrete Products Association and 
guests met at dinner at Hotel Fort 
Shelby in Detroit. The topic of discus- 
sion was Modular Coordination as it 
applied to concrete products. This 


meeting was the culmination of several 
months of work by a Committee of the 
Association in which the A.LA. Chap- 
ter’s Construction Industry Committee 
took part. A number of outstate con- 
crete products manufacturers attended, 
as well as men from Ohio and New 
York, and Mr. E. W. Dienhart of Chi- 
cago, Executive Secretary of the Na- 
tional Concrete Manufacturer's Associ- 
ation and a member of the Executive 
Committee of A62, The American 
Standards Association Committee on 
Modular Coordination. 

After a thorough discussion to which 
the Architects present contributed, the 
Association voted unanimously that on 
and after July Ist, 1950 only modular 
dimensioned concrete units will be 


standard and that other sizes will be 


special. 


LOUIS G. REDSTONE, A.LA. is be- 
ing honored by an Exhibition of his 
paintings in the Border Auditorium of 
the Dexter-Davison Branch of the Jew- 
ish Community Center, 4059 West Dav- 
ison Avenue, at Holmur Avenue. 

The Exhibition, which is being held 
May 9 through May 24, was formally 
opened with a Reception Tuesday eve- 
ning, May 9. 
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Architects love to tell this story, be- 
cause it illustrates a vital fact about 
contemporary architecture, and that is, 
architecture is not something that can 
be blown off a building. That goes for 
properly designed signs, too. 

Years ago a sign was an afterthought, 
and looked it. After the architect had 
decorated the exterior of the building, 
above the awning level, with any ex- 
traneous details that happened to be 
lying around in the nearest tinshop, a 
horse and wagon would drive up and 
unload a sign, which would then be 
hauled into place by a character known 
as a "sign hanger." After the sign hang- 
er got through hanging the sign, the net 
result was to cause any sensitive per- 
son looking at the building, to wonder 
why the authorities didn't go a step 
further and hang both the sign hanger 
and the architect. 

Architecture has advanced and so has 
the sign business. The sign hanger has 
given way to the sign erector and back 
of the sign erector, is the sign designer. 
We have not arrived at perfection, eith- 
er in architecture or signs, but we're 
closer. 

It is a curious thing but the design- 
ing of signs has followed much the 
same course followed by the designing 
of buildings. A well-designed contem- 
porary building is as notable for what 
is left off it as for what is nut on it. 
This is true in the whole field of con- 
temporary design, and perhaps before 
I go any further I might tell you why 


ARCHITECTS BELIEVE 


BY ROGER ALLEN, A.I.A. 


I keep saying "contemporary" design, 
instead of "modern" design. It is be- 
cause any architect who has thought 
deeply about the matter knows that 
there is no such thing as modern 
architecture, for if it isn't modern, it 
isn't architecture. It may be a number 
of fine things but it isn't architecture. 

The term *modern" or the even more 
deplorable, "moderne" design always 
conjures up in my mind a picture of 
a cocktail bar with a lot of glass block 
on the front to keep the cops from 
getting a good view of the doings in- 
side. Good architecture today is either 
"contemporary architecture" or, as 
Frank Lloyd Wright prefers to call it, 
"organic architecture." And this type 
of architecture is supplanting the old 
for the same reason that modern sign 
designing is supplanting the old. It 
doesn't blow off the building. 

Way back in the year 1624, an Eng- 
lishman named Sir Henry Wotton, 
translated a treatise on architecture 
from the Latin of Vitruvius. 

This Sir Henry Wotton was quite a 
fellow. He had been in public life for 
a long time, and had served as Ambas- 
sador to the Court of Venice. It was 
Sir Henry who got off a concise defini- 
tion of the art of diplomacy. “An Am- 
bassador," he said, “is a man sent to 
lie abroad for the good of his country.” 

Like so many other witty remarks, 
this one got Sir Henry in trouble. So 
he took refuge in an excuse that poli- 


IN SIGNS 


(Paper delivered to the National Electric Sign Association, Cincinnati, Ohio, Feb. 6, 1950) 


Some years ago one of the mail-order houses placed on the market a pre-fabricated house, and sold quite 
a number of them. The advertising manager learned that one of these houses had successfully survived a ter- 
rifie windstorm, out in one of the mid-Western states. He felt that this fact would make good copy, so he wrote 
the farmer who owned the house for the details. In due time, he got a letter back saying, “Your house is all right. 
That wind blew all the architecture off but it didn’t hurt the house.” 


ticians are still using today. 

He said he was misquoted . . 

At all events, he got tired of public 
life and retired to Eton college, where 
he was made provost. His duties were 
not too confining, and he spent a lot 
of time going fishing with a favorite 
companion, a man named Izaak Walton. 
In fact, after Sir Henry died, Izaak 
Walton wrote his life and a pleasant 
book it is, too. 

In his leisure time, Sir Henry trans- 
lated this treatise on architecture by 
Vitruvius, and in the course of it he 
wrote; in this quaint 17th-century 
English: 

"Well Building hath three condi- 
tions—Commodity, Firmness and 
Delight. And Architecture is the 
Focus where these Three con- 
verge. 

"Commodity, firmness and delight." 

By Commodity he meant not a com- 
modity in the present sense, when a 
commodity is steel, grain, timber, and 
зо on, but commodity in its earlier 
sense of “Convenience, Utility" or, as 
we might say today, functionalism. 

Firmness, of course, is strength, and 
delight is the delight that the informed 
eye takes in anything properly design- 
ed, whether it is a building or a sign. 

There is more, much more, to the 
sign business, than selling a restaurant 
proprietor a sign spelling out “EAT” in 
neon letters. In fact, this has been a 
little overdone, and so many small signs 
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attract the eye in the business sections 
of our cities that they become hard to 
read. You can't see the forest for the 
trees, and the result is what Evelyn 
Waugh, the British novelist, says is 
the turning of a street into a neon 
jungle. 

This is not always the sign erector's 
fault. Let's not blame him for every 
thing. Sometimes he's in the clear. I 
heard the other day of a sign erector 
in New York City who had, for a cus- 
tomer, one of the restaurant chains. 
One unit of the chain moved to a new 
location, and the sign man sold them 
a very elaborate sign layout. So when 
the day of the grand opening came, 
the sign erector called up his florist 
and asked him to send around to the 
manager of the new restaurant unit 
a large basket of flowers, with the sign 
man's card, suitably inscribeo é 

But what actually arrived a. the res- 
taurant was a wreath, aud on the sign 
man's card was written, “Deepest Sym- 
pathy." The restaurant manager realiz- 
ed that a mistake had been made some- 
where along the line so he called up 
his sign-erecting friend and told him 
about it, kiddingly. The sign erector 
called the florist, who seemed deeply 
stricken at the mistake. So much so 
that the sign man finally said to him, 
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“Well, don't take it so hard; you can 
call up the restaurant manager and ex- 
plain it, all right." 

"I can explain it to the restaurant 
man, all right," said the florist, sadly, 
"but how am I going to explain to the 
family of the deceased an inscription 
reading 'Congratulations on your new 
location?' " 

I think there is a growing appreci- 
ation of the fact that, on certain types 
of buildings, the sign is not only the 
most important part of the front, it IS, 
for all practical purposes, the front of 
the building and all the rest is back- 
ground. 

Last summer my firm supervised the 
construction of a Greyhound Bus term- 
inal in Grand Rapids, designed by my 
old friend Mr. W. S. Arrasmith of 
Cleveland. The front elevation of that 
building, above the entrance canopy, 
exists primarily for the purpose of ex- 
hibiting a long and carefully designed 
vertical sign in the proper location and 
set at the proper angles. The Grey- 
hound Company did not spend its mon- 
ey on tricking out the front of that 
building with terra cotta cartouches, 
and quite rightly. 

They are selling tickets, and not ter- 
ra cotta. And they can't sell you a 
ticket until you get into the terminal 
and you can't get into the terminal 
until you find out where it is. 

Some years ago, I designed and sup- 
ervised the modernization of nine the- 
atres, one after the other, for a theatre 
chain in Michigan. 1 often reflected 
that a good deal of our work consisted 
in taking things off theatre fronts that 
should never have been there in the 
first place. Those fronts had a lot of 
expensive details on them, placed there 
apparently on the theory that vast 
throngs would gather on the opposite 
curb to admire them. Of course people 
cannot stand on the opposite curb and 
buy either admission tickets or pop- 
corn from the theatre operator, so the 
theatre doesn't derive any substantial 
benefit from these art lovers. 

Eventually, we arrived at the decis- 
ion that the front of each theatre, above 
the marquee and the attraction board, 
should be as self-effacing as possible, 
in order not to detract from the effect- 
iveness of the sign. This solution was 
so simple that we thought it must be 
wrong, but it wasn't. 

I have been telling you things you 
knew already. You probably know, 
from the inside, what is right with your 
business, and perhaps you would like 
a suggestion, from an outsider, of one 
of the defects in your business. 

This is an age of specialization, some- 
times carried to an unusual length. You 
may have heard of an incident that 
took place when the Notre Dame foot- 
ball team was on its way to play South- 
ern Methodist University. Just before 
they arrived at their destination, a re- 
porter for one of the local dailies board- 
ed the train and announced, "I'd like 
to see the student manager." So they 


produced the student manager. 
“Га like to write a story about the 
Notre Dame team," said the reporter. 


“Fine,” said the student manager 
“Glad to give you any help I can." 
“I hear," continued the reporter, 


'that the Notre Dame team carries a 
chaplain who prays for the success of 
the team." 

“That’s right," said the student man- 
ager. 

"That would make a good feature 
story," said the reporter. “Would you 
introduce me to the chaplain?" 

"Certainly," said the manager. 
“Which chaplain; offensive or defens- 
ive?" 

This is specialization carried quite a 
ways. 

I have often said that the odd thing 
about the construction industry in all 
its allied branches is that each branch 
amasses such a volume of highly in- 
teresting and valuable information, 
which it then proceeds to keep severely 
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to itself. I think this is the case with 
your industry. I am not accusing you 
of anything of which I have not repeat- 
edly accused architects, for architects 
are the worst offenders I know in this 
regard. At the seminars, the regional 
meetings and the institute conven- 
tions held constantly for architects, you 
can hear dozens of highly interesting 
papers on subjects that would be of 
great attraction to the consuming pub- 
lie, but the consuming public seldom 
hears much about them. Instead, the 
architects spend their time talking to 
each other when they ought to be out 
beating the bushes finding potential 
clients for which to pour out this story. 


Of course, the architect himself picks 
up some little-known facts this way. 
A few months ago I spoke at a seminar 
for architects in Indianapolis and on 
the same program was a specialist on 
acoustics, a professor from the acoustics 
laboratory at МІТ. He was discussing 
the difference in acoustic properties 
between an empty room and a room 
full, or partly full, of people. People, 
of course, absorb sound or rather their 
clothing does. I suppose a modern girl 
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would hardly absorb anything greater 
than a faint whisper. At all events, the 

aker went on to say, earnestly, 
tically speaking, each of you in 
the audience is the equivalent of four 
square feet of open window." I never 
thought of an audience in quite that 
way before, and I am not sure that I 
wish to think that. 

You in the sign industry have a fas- 
cinating story, which you are almost too 
careful about keeping to yourselves. 
In my office we kept count, for a time, 
of the number of salesmen for various 
building products, specialties and equip- 
ment, who called on us, and it aver- 
aged better than 20 per week, or more 
than a thousand in a year. Hence, I do 
not feel that any architect ever gets 
very lonesome, but I could count on 
the fingers of one hand the number 
of times any sign erector called on me 
unless I called him first. 

It is extremely unusual for my of- 
fice to receive any printed information 
about signs, or any technical informa- 
tion such as the Producers’ Council 
members send out for their member 
companies: dealing with the important 
subject of providing proper structural 
supports and anchorage for signs, for 
instance. This is only one of many 
things about signs that architects 
should know, and which most of them 
don't. 

If, in too many cases, the provisions 
for a sign come into the plans as a be- 
lated afterthought, part of the fault is 
the architect's, but part of the fault is 
yours. It seems to me that you have a 
job to do, not as individuals, but as 
a united industry, in keeping before 
architects, engineers and designers, the 
way in which properly integrated signs 
can make a building function more ex- 
pertly in the job that building has to do. 

Keeping architects informed is not as 
difficult a job as you might think. That 
statement has rather an unfortunate 
slant; I don't mean that you think it's 
difficult to beat an idea into an archi- 
tect’s head. I was thinking about the 
size of the overall problem. 

Some months ago, I was consulted 
by a public relations firm who was 
trying to analyze the problem of publi- 
cizing a certain new building product 
to architects. This firm had discovered 
that there were 22,000 registered archi- 
tects in the United States. This, of 
course, makes quite a sizeable mailing 
list for any sustained campaign. But 
some years ago my friend, the late 
Howard Myers, publisher of the Archi- 
tectural Forum, told me something 
about this. The Forum is owned by 
Time, Inc., publishers of Time, Life, and 
Fortune, an organization with plenty 
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of facilities for making surveys. They 
had surveyed the architectural field 
and come to the conclusion that about 
90 percent of all buildings designed 
by architects in the United States are 
designed by not more than 4,500 to 
5,000 firms. 

Five thousand firms is not a very 
big mailing list, when you break it 
down by states and regional areas. You 
could do those 5,000 firms a consider- 
able amount of good, and they could 
in turn simplify some of your problems, 
if you were to make a sustained effort 
to see that they all knew the things 
about your product that will help them 
use that product to the best advantage. 

Architects believe in signs, when 
they know about signs, and they'd be- 
lieve in them more strongly if they 
knew more about them. There is a say- 
ing that a perfumery manufacturer is 
a тап who makes his living by stick- 
ing his business in other people's noses. 
In the sign industry, you make your 
living by hitting people in the eye with 
your product. 

I think you ought to hit them in the 
eye a little harder. 
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METROPOLITAN ART ASSN. 
RE-ELECTS HAWKINS FERRY 

At the Annual Meeting of the Metro- 
politan Art Association held at the 
home of W. Hawkins Ferry, 17100 E. 
Jefferson Avenue, Grosse Pointe, al 
officers were re-elected. They are Mr 


Mr. Ferry, Honorary 
Curator of Architecture, 
The Detroit Institute of 
Arts, has rendered out- 
standing service as Pres- 
ident of the Metropol- 
itan Art Association. 


His work "Represent- 
ative Detroit Buildings 

A Cross Section of 
Architecture, 1823-1943". 
was reprinted іп our 
1950 Convention Num- 
ber. 


; William A. Bostick 
Vice-Chairman; Claire Reeve, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer Virginia Harriman, 
Membership Chairman; Donald Thrall, 
Publicity Chairman. 

Three new Directors were elected: 
David Mitchell and Louise Jansen, of 
Wayne University, and William Lawrie, 
Jr., Society of Arts and Crafts. 

Other Directors, continuing in office 
are Marion H. Bemis, Wayne Claxton, 
Helen J. Copley, Helen L. Fassett, Alex- 
ander Girard, Talmage C. Hughes, Wal 
lace Mitchell and Sarkis Sarkisian. 

Possible subjects for the five lectures 
to be presented the coming season were 
discussed and tentatively decided as 
Architecture and City Planning, Paint- 
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ing, Industrial Design, Crafts, and The- 
atre Arts. By vote, the Directors ex- 
pressed first, second and third choice 
for speakers in each category in order 
that the Chairman might take steps to 
engage them. 


Last season was the most successful 
the Association has had, indicating а 
growing interest on the part of the 
public 


The purpose of the Metropolitan Art 
Association is to provide a common 
meeting ground for the many and var- 
ied art groups in the Detroit a and 
to stimulate and promote interest in the 
art of our time. To this end, the Asso- 
ciation each year offers a program of 
lectures by distinguished speakers on 
a wide variety of topics. The subject 
matter of the lectures is arranged to 
form a synthesis of the arts, from the 
intimate and individualistic arts of 
painting and sculpture, and proceeding 
through the more collective arts of ar- 
chitecture and industrial design and 
finally culminating with the outer en- 
velope of city and regional environ- 
ment. 

Architects will find this series of 
particular interest as each ir's pro- 
gram is planned to be fresh and inter- 
esting. 


ARE YOU MAKING PLANS 
FOR BIRMINGHAM WORK? 
If So You Should Know About City 
Ordinance Requiring Submission 
of Plans їп Advance! 

The City Plan Commission of Birm- 
ingham is seeking the cooperation of 
architects in this area in the matter of 
submitting preliminary building 
sketches to the commission for review 


well in advance of the construction 
date. 

City Ordinance No. 377 provides that 
all plans for new buildings in the 
"Business-A" and "Business-B" cate- 


gories shall be submitted to the City 
Plan Commission prior to issuance of 
a permit by the building inspector. 
The ordinance also provides that each 
application for a permit to erect or re- 
model any type of building in the city 
may be submitted to the City Plan 
Commission for approval at the dis- 
cretion of the building inspector. 
“With the cooperation of architects 
and builders,” said Mrs. Peter Loomis, 
chairman of the commission, “the City 
Plan Commission will be able to func- 
tion more efficiently in checking build- 
ing plans against the overall plan for 
the development of Birmingham By 
submitting their sketches to the com- 
mission well in advance, archit and 
builders can help materially to avoid 
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costly last minute changes in their 
plans.” 

Two large oil companies recently 


changed their building plans from a 
hard-line commercial type of building 
to attractive structures more suitable 
to the area in which they are to be 
located. Their action indicated that 
clients of architects are willing to co- 
operate with the City Plan Commis- 
sion. They recognize that such cooper- 
ation is an excellent means of building 
good will in the community. 


In 


another case where plans were 


submitted only a few hours before 
work was scheduled to begin, approval 


was given by only a four to three vote 
of the City Plan Commission and the 
sponsors of the project have been se- 
verely criticized not only by some 
members of the commission but also 
by residents of the community. 


LOIS W. KLEI and FRED H. 
STRAUSS, both students at Detroit's 
Lawrence Institute of Technology, won 
Honorable Mentions in the recent ar- 
chitectural competition for the best 
Eight-Family Garden Type Apartment 
designed in wood frame construction. 
The competition was conducted by 
Timber Engineering Company 

ELIEL SAARINEN and CARL 
MILLES will be hosts to members of 
the Chicago Chapter, A.LA. when they 
make an inspection trip to Cranbrook 
Academy of Art on May 20. 
ее аниад 


; 
Viking Sprinkler Company 
Fire Protection Engineers & Contractors 

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 

Also a Complete Line of Pre-Action Devices 

TE. 1-9604 Detroit 1 

ats uua a uaa Pu ин P aua a uua uat tuta 


UNive: 


Darin & Armstrong, Inc. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


2041 FENKELL AVENUE DETROIT 


ity 2-3413 


Plasu-Glaze, the Post- 
War Glazing 
pound to s 
Made from bodie 
and special pigments. 
Weatherometer _ tests 
prove tho! Plasu- 
Glaze when properly 
and man- 
will last 
s the 
rubbery 


as 
sash. 
hard 


easy 


Dries 
not rock hard 
to apply, easy to re 
remove 


FOR LONG LIFE, WEATHER AND AIR-TIGHT 
GLAZING USE AMERICA'S LEADING GLAZING 
COMPOUND — PLASTI-GLAZE. 


PLASTIC PRODUCTS CO. mo, 


ORTAOIT e-- CHICAGO · = JERBEY CITY 


john Jj. White, Jr., Field Seo!y. 


The American Inst. 


of Architects 


1741 New York Ave., N. We 


washington 6, De o. 


MICHIGAN SOCIET 


A Size 


OFFICERS 
ALDEN B. DOW, President 
ARTHUR J. ZIMMERMANN, Ist V.-President 
RALPH W. HAMMETT, 2nd V.-President 
DONALD A. KIMBALL, 3rd V.-President 
LEO M. BAUER, Secretary 
CORNELIUS L. T. GABLER, Treasurer 
TALMAGE C. HUGHES, Executive Sec. 


Organization 


af Me siena 


TALMAGE C. HUGHES, F.A.LA., Editor 
120 Madison Avenue 
Detroit 2€ 


WOcdward 5-3680 


THEODORE G. SEEMEYER, ]R 
Advertising Directo: 


Institute 


of Architects 


DIRECTORS 
LYNN W. FRY 
CARL C. F. KRESSBACH 
ADRIAN N. LANGIUS 
CHARLES B. McGREW 
JOHN C. THORNTON 
PETER VANDER LAAN 


Entered as second class matter January 15. 1946, at Postoffice at Detroit, Mich., under Act of March 3, 1879. Published weekly 
Subscription price $2 per year. (Members $1.00). 5c per copy. (Special Issues $1.00) 


Volume 24 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, MAY 30, 1950 


No. 22 


DETROIT HOST TO SIR PATRICK ABERCROMBIE 


Sir Patrick Abercrombie, England’s Royal Gold Medalist and the recipient of The American Architects Gold 
Medal in 1950, was a visitor to Detroit on May 3 and 4. He was a guest at Cranbrook of Mr. Eliel Saarinen, 
F.A.LA., himself an Institute Gold Medalist and recipient of the R.I.B.A. Gold Medal this year. He spoke at the 
Rackham Building in Detroit on the evening of May 3 and visited the University of Michigan on May 4. 


Andrew R. Morison, President of the Detroit Cha 


ments for Sir Patrick's visit here. 

It was unfortunate that so few at- 
tended the lecture, which was free and 
open to the public. About 100 were in 
the auditorium which seats 300. This 
was occasioned largely by the change 
in plans at a very late date. The Detroit 
Chapter had received from the Octagon 
a copy of his itinerary, showing his ar- 
rival in Detroit at 8:00 A.M. Monday 
morning, May 1 and departure at 4:45 
P.M. on May 4. All plans were com- 
pleted on this basis, including a press 
dinner on Monday evening. The news- 
papers and radio stations were inter- 
ested, but when word was received on 
Friday that our guest would not arrive 
until Wednesday morning, most of the 
day had to be spent telephoning hun- 
dreds who had been invited to the press 
dinner. After that they simply were not 
interested. 

The Committee met with Sir Patrick 
at dinner just preceding his lecture and 
heard a few words from him in an in- 
formal manner. President Morison rec- 
ognized our fellow member, Jean He- 
brard, F.A.LA., formerly of the faculty 
at the College of Architecture and De- 
sign, University of Michigan, now of 
Paris, France. Professor Hebrard told 
of his interesting experience during the 
past two years since he left the United 
States and gave a brief and interesting 
report on what is going on in the re- 
building of France. The Government of 
France had asked him to make a survey 
on city planning in the United States 
and that is the mission he is on at pres- 
ent. 


pter, A.LA., headed the committee in charge of arrange- 


Sir Patrick expressed his deep satis- 
faction at being able to visit Detroit 
and learn more about its great works, 
and other interests famous throughout 
the world. 

In the auditorium Dean Wells I. Ben- 
nett introduced the speaker, paying 
tribute to him as an architect and as a 
planner, adding a brief outline of his 
career. 

Sir Patrick spoke on "The Plan of 
London," of which he is the architect. 
He explained that there are no less than 
three plans of London—the square mile 
that is the heart of London, London 
County, and the sprawling Greater Lon- 
don. This, he said is symptomatic of 
London, as it is not a unified city. He 
compared it to New York and Paris, 
which also have their divisions. 

In addition, outside of London proper 
there are many towns that have been 
fused together. He said London had 
been referred to as “The Great Wen" 
—a swelling that draws everything up 
from the surrounding country. The au- 
thorities had expressed the belief that 
London's population should be reduced, 
but this met opposition because prac- 
tically every community wanted more 
people, not less. 

Explaining the various plans that had 
been suggested, he said there was what 
might be called a traffic plan, which 
took into account super highways, ex- 
pressways, etc, without considering 
what was to happen upon arrival in the 
city. Then there was the plan of a linear 
city—the reconstruction of bombed and 
blighted areas. The R.LB.A. presented 


a County plan, in which everything was 
to be swept away. The Royal Academy 
Plan was a monumental one, with ev- 
erything symmetrical. Finally, an Am- 
erican architect proposed a plan in 
which every family would have a four- 
acre plot. This, the speaker said, would 
require 12,000,000 acres, whereas there 
are only 30,000,000 acres in all of Eng- 
land. 

Sir Patrick's group was told that it 
must produce a plan that had some pros- 
pect of accomplishment, and so decen- 
tralization became the major feature. 
It was decided that it was easier to 
move people than it was to move in- 
dustry. However, industry will move, 
he said, if the three requisites are pro- 
vided—land, transportation and work- 
ers. His plan contemplated four con- 
centric rings, and the exporting of some 
million and a quarter people. These in- 
cluded the center of the city, a suburban 
ring, a green belt, and the country ring. 
The central unit had to leap frog over 
the others, to move workers out to help 
the transportation problem. 

The speaker said that the damage to 
London was a horrible thing but that 
it had made replanning easier. 

What has happened to the plan? The 
planners have no authority to carry it 
out. The Ministry of Planning has set 
up а Committee and they might tear it 
to tatters. It will have to go before 
several other ministries. In some re- 
spects the plan is being carried out now. 
The East End is being built up accord- 

See SIR PATRICK, page 2 
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A PROM MICHIGAN ATTEND ALA CONVENTION 


Michigan was well represented at The Ameri 
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D. C., 


Kenneth C. Black, Great Lakes Reg- 
ional Director was in attendance also 
at the Board meeting which preceded 
the Convention. His three-year term ex- 
pired at this Annual Meeting and John 
N. Richards of Toledo was unanimously 
elected to succeed him, it being Ohio's 
turn at the directorship 

Alden B, Dow, President of the Mich- 
igan Society of Architects, was present 
with Mrs. Dow. At the closing session 
President Walker announced that Alden 
had made a good suggestion of having 
a competition among the chapters for an 
amateur motion picture about archi- 
tecture, The idea was well received as 
having much merit. Such pictures could 
be exchanged by chapters and even if 
The Institute decided to have a film 
made by professionals the amateur pic- 


tures would form a basis of some good 
== === 
== 
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material 
Kenneth Welch of Grand Rapids and 
Mrs. Welch attended, and Ken was mod- 


erator at a symposium devoted to “Day- 
lighting. 

Wells Bennett, accompanied by Mrs. 
Bennett, represented the College of 
Architecture, U. of M. at the precon- 
vention meetings of the Association of 
Collegiate Schools of Architecture. Bob 
Blakeslee represented the University of 
Detroit 

The Hugheses and the Frantzes were 
there early, as was Henry Grohen, to 


attend the meetings of the National 
Council of Registration Board 3ob 
Frantz as President of Michigan's State 


Registration Board, Grohen as Execu- 
tive Secretary and Hughes as editor 
of the Council's publication 

Others from Michigan were Mr. and 
Mrs. Roger Allen, Trace € istenson, 
Jr., John K. Cross, George F. Diehl, Mr 
and Mrs. Alvin E. Harley, Mr. and Mrs 
Jean Hebrard (now of Paris, France), 
Mr. and M Arthur K. Hyde, Paul 
Kasurin, Mr. and Mrs. Adrian N. Lang- 
ius, Amedeo Leone, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Manson, Jack Mitchell, LaVern J. Nel- 
sen, Mr. and Mrs. J. Leonard Rush and 
daughter Karin, Earl Shaffer and 
George G. Zannoth. 

About 33 went on the flying trip to 
Bermuda after the Convention, and 
about 60 to Williamsburg. The proposed 
trip to Shenandoah National Park and 
Monticello did not materialize. The 
Hugheses and Al Leone went to Wil- 
liamsburg 

One of our former members, Maynard 
Lyndon, now of Los Angeles, won an 
Award of Merit for distinguished ac- 
complishment in commercial architec- 


ture for his Los Angeles Santa Fe 
Ticket Office 
It was gratifying to hear that the 


American Architectural Foundation, 
started by a gift from our late beloved 
member Albert Kahn, is growing in im- 
portance 

Delegates stood in a moment of sil- 
ence in memory of our late distinguish- 
ed member Branson V. Gamber 

Eddie Morris’ Scrapple Breakfast 
recognized Bob Frantz as co-organizer 
of the idea. It began at the Michigan 
Society of Architects’ Annual Conven- 


tion in Detroit in 1948. 
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the 
May 10-13. Heading the delegation from the Detroit Chapter was its 
President Andrew R. Morison, who was accompanied by Mrs. Morison. Clair Ditchy as Secretary of The Insti- 
tute had an important part in the Convention, and between sessions he and Mrs. Ditchy entertained graciously 
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Convention at 


SIR PATRICK from page ! 

ing to proposed densities. А sample ar- 
ea is being rebuilt for next year's Fes 
tival. Six of the outlying towns are ac- 
tually started. They have very low 
densities—about 30 per acre. 

Sir Patrick stated that England was 
the first to plan and build garden cities, 
but he added that they had learned a 
lot from the United States in this re- 
spect 

In a question-and-answer period, it 
was brought out that flexibility of the 
plan provided for by a review every 
five ye , and that while architectural 
control would be desirable it is difficult 
to attain. Greater London has about ten 
million inhabitants. Sir Patrick is not 
discouraged at what is happening there. 
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